2012 North American Championships
Sheraton Chicago & Hyatt Regency Chicago

In Beautiful Downtown Chicago

July 3 – 7, 2012

Hosted by the Mid-America Region

Julie Showalter, Tim O’Hare, John Timm & Mary McGing Duckworth, Co-Chairs
Details for planning………..
IDTANA Convention 

Monday, July 2, 2012 

Teacher Reception
Boat Cruise leaving from Navy Pier at 7pm on Mon, July 2.  Buffet Cruise
The 5 Day Championship

Tuesday – Saturday,


 July 3 – 7, 2012






Team Day is Thursday, July 5
, 2012



Room Rate


$159 exclusive of taxes and parking


Room Bookings
Teachers Block opened Friday, October 14, 2011.  General Attendee Block opens on Tuesday, November 1, 2011. When making your reservation a 2 night non-refundable charge will be taken.
Sheraton Chicago Hotel and Towers
301 E. North Water Street
800-233-4100 toll free
312-464-1000 hotel direct
 

For Teachers (Opened on Friday, October 14)
2012 North American Irish Dancing Championships (OR copy and paste the following link into a web browser) http://www.starwoodmeeting.com/Book/NAIDC2012Teach
  
For your Families (Opens on Tuesday, November 1)
2012 North American Irish Dancing Championships (OR copy and paste the following link into a web browser) http://www.starwoodmeeting.com/Book/NAIDC2012
 
 Cutoff date for all Reservations is June 9, 2012 
Hyatt Regency Chicago
151 E. Wacker Drive
888-421-1442 toll free
312-565-1234 OR 402-592-6464  hotel direct
 

For Teachers (Opened on Friday, October 14)
 https://resweb.passkey.com/go/12NAIDCTeachersBlock
Anyone who tries to book a room under this link will need an access code, which is NAIDC2012. 
 

For your Families (Opens on Tuesday, November 1) 
 https://resweb.passkey.com/go/IrishDanceTeachersAssn
Cutoff date for all Reservations is June 9, 2012
Facility Usage Fee 
$100 per person per day charged to anyone not staying in the Sheraton Chicago or the Hyatt Chicago Hotels.  (Families living in Illinois are exempt from this fee by showing an ID)   This fee is necessary to ensure the event meets the hotel room numbers to cover the costs of the hotel space donated to host the National Championships.  This policy was put into place three years ago but, since many of your families may still have questions, please find some answers below that you might find helpful.  The 2012 Committee is working hard to make this event family friendly and family affordable in one of America’s most wonderful cities.

Website 


www.midamericaregion.com
Facebook 


North American Irish Dance Championships 2012

Questions


 Julie Showalter - julie@worldacademydancers.com
Chicago Nationals 2012[image: image1.wmf]
Come for the Dancing - Stay for the Fun!
FAQ’s on the Facility Usage Fee: 
Why don’t attendees who stay in the host hotel have to incur the Facility Usage Fee?

The success of the 2012 NAIDC depends on the attendees using the contracted Sheraton Chicago and Hyatt Regency Chicago Hotels to offset the sizeable costs of producing this prestigious event.  The Mid-America Region can’t meet contracted room obligations if attendees reserve rooms in non-NAIDC hotels.  The risk of incurring monumental financial penalties (attrition fees) increases with each attendee who stays outside of the host hotel.  We hope that by completely waiving the Facility Usage Fee for onsite guests, attendees will choose to stay at the host hotel.

How did you decide to charge a Facility Usage Fee?

Substantial research, benchmarking, and investigation were done by other Organizations that started this policy for their events.  We closely followed the latest information on this subject and used the solutions and recommendations of many professional organizations and their leadership in the convention industry experiencing the same challenges.  

What is the reason the Mid-America Region is charging an attrition fee?
Attrition fees are not new.  Conferences and hotels have charged them for many years.  Attrition fees are applied when a conference group cannot fill 80% of the contracted number of rooms.  Good conference sites are in high demand and groups like the IDTANA Mid America Region contracted with their hotels 3 – 4 years in advance to ensure that a large enough venue can be secured. Attrition fees are compensation to the hotel for the rooms that might have been sold by the hotel had they not been held in reserve for our event.

How does the IDTANA Mid-America Region decide how many hotels rooms to book?

Future sleeping room estimates are based upon past registration figures, expected popularity of the site, and our best projections for attendance.  Once these determinations are made, the Region books a large enough property with ample ballroom space but is further restricted by the fact that this particular event must be on July 4th weekend.  This is not an exact science.  Contractual flexibility is built into the contract so some adjustments to inventory can be made as the championship approaches. 

Why is attrition an issue since it never surfaced in prior years?

Attrition has been an issue for many years.  Several of the regions have incurred major attrition penalties in the past.  The only way to insure that attrition risks are minimized is to explain the situation to the attendees so that they can understand their role in the success of this event.  By avoiding a financial crisis for the regions, we can insure the viability of future NAIDC.
Why not reduce the contracted room block to avoid attrition penalties?

Without guaranteeing that a certain number of hotel rooms will be filled, the Mid-America Region will not receive sufficient meeting room and performance space to support the championship to host the event.
Will this pricing plan apply at future championships?

Yes. In these tough economic times this course of action is preferable to the alternative of increasing entry fee and door fees or reducing services such as prizes awarded.  

What if I find a less expensive hotel?

If you find a less expensive hotel rate, take care to compare it to the contracted hotel rates of $159 at the Sheraton Chicago and Hyatt Regency Chicago to insure that your expectations are met.  Remember to add the Facility Usage Fee for every member in your party to the rate of the hotel and daily parking charges to determine if it is truly economical to stay off site.  In addition, attendees who do not stay on site will not have access to a variety of social functions for host hotel guests.

What if I live in the Chicago area?

Local Chicago Schools will be providing a list of championship attendees.  Once identified these attendees will not be subject to the facility usage fee regardless of whether they stay on site or not.  These families will be asked to show an ID with their address the day they attend the Championship.
